STAYING HUMAN: A JEWISH THEOLOGY FOR THE AGE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Harris Bor
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1. Questions raised by Al
a. What is intelligence?
b. What are our objectives and values?
c. Whatis freedom?
d. What does it mean to be human?

2. Religion and Al
a. The conception of human perfection
b. The limits and power of knowledge
c. The aspiration towards oneness

3. Philosophy and Al
a. Benedict Spinoza (1632-1677)
b. Martin Heidegger (1889-1976)

4. Living Jewishly in the face of Al
a. Conceptions of God
b. Shabbat
c. Halachah (Jewish law)

QUESTIONS RAISED BY Al
What is intelligence? / What are our objectives and values?
Source 1

“humans are intelligent to the extent that our actions can be expected to achieve our
objectives”

“Machines are intelligent to the extent that their actions can be expected to achieve their
objectives.”

Reflections on Artificial Intelligence for Humanity edited by Bertrand Braunschweig, Malik
Ghallab, p32.

What is freedom?

Source 2
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What does it mean to be human?
Source 3

Post-singularity, there will be “no distinction... between human and machine or between physical and
virtual.” Instead, intelligence will saturate the physical universe and reorganise “matter and energy
to provide an optimal level of computation.” 1t will then “spread out from its origin on Earth” to turn
the universe into a vast super-intelligence.

Ray Kurzweil, The Singularity is Near (2006)
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Source 4

Student: “So you're trying to create a god? Your own god?”

Caster: “That's a very good question. Um, isn't that what man has always tried to do?”
Transcendence (2014)

Source 5

“... the universe consists of data flows, and the value of any phenomenon or entity is determined by
its contribution to data processing.”

“... merely tools for creating the Internet-of-All-Things, which may eventually spread out from planet
Earth to cover the whole galaxy and even the whole universe.”

Yuval Noah Harari, Homo Deus
RELIGION AND Al
The conception of human perfection
Source 6 — Deuteronomy 6:4
:AQY? Ny 01U Dpx WK Y1ia nivy? oany Ty oy nll nux 1w orvawnn bipnn niven nky

And this is the Instruction—the laws and the rules—that the LORD your God has commanded [me]
to impart to you, to be observed in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy,

IR R U0 22 93272 2 hax Aive iy wx Tmixoimpn-anx hws iy nllnx xam iy
:AM'so that you, your children, and your children’s children may revere the LORD your God and
follow, as long as you live, all His laws and commandments that | enjoin upon you, to the end that

you may long endure.

)
Obey, O Israel, willingly and faithfully, that it may go well with you and that you may increase
greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, spoke to you, in a land flowing with milk and honey
NN n. -IJ'I'ng NN 98w unY : Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one

The limits and power of knowledge

Source 7 - Genesis 2:16-17

NP 72K 1207y 230 nr? a9y 0N | iviAnd the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
“Of every tree of the garden you are free to eat;

:THAA NN 43010 772K Di'A '3 1290 72NN &7 V120 MY yunibut as for the tree of knowledge of good
and bad, you must not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it, you shall die.”
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The aspiration towards oneness
Source 8

“God is all reality, but not all reality is God . . . He is found in all things, and all things are found in
Him, and there is nothing devoid of God’s divinity, God forbid. Everything is in God, and God is in
everything and beyond everything, and there is nothing else besides God.”

R. Moshe Cordovero (1522-1570), Elimah Rabbati 34d-25a, in Michaelson, J. Everything is God, 62-6

Source 9 - Genesis 11:1-9
:D'TNX DAT NNX N9W YIRN™72 ' IEveryone on earth had the same language and the same words.

:0W 124 12 YINA NYRA NN L DTN DYUDA ! IANd as they migrated from the east, they came
upon a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there.

N7 DR? M) 1NDI X7 N3P0 DR NI N9 01327 M2 NN YR WK 1NN They said
to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them hard.” —Brick served them as stone, and
bitumen served them as mortar.—

nan 1N

IYINDT22 12977V 492719 DY 112 NI DY iENI17Tan W 11270122 1And they said, “Come, let us
build us a city, and a tower with its top in the sky, to make a name for ourselves; else we shall be
scattered all over the world.”

:DTND 12122 WK 7TARD NN VUDTIIR NRTY n. T141The LORD came down to look at the city and
tower that man had built,

.....

LORD said, “If, as one people with one language for all, this is how they have begun to act, then
nothing that they may propose to do will be out of their reach.

ANV NAY YK 1UNY' N7 TN DDA DY N2 NT13 N2nLet us, then, go down and confound their
speech there, so that they shall not understand one another’s speech.”

WD NIQ7 427N LYINDT2] 11977V DY DN nl y2iIThus the LORD scattered them from there over
the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city.

yaxn22 2972y Nl oyan bwni yaxnra na nll v22 oy v3a oy xap 13-9via)
That is why it was called Babel, because there the LORD confounded the speech of the whole earth;
and from there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

Source 10 - Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin (1816-1893), Ha-Emek Davar 11:3-4

YIxn 7219 Hv yioa |a
IT NUTA K72 INX 7Y IWRN DUY K72 NIYVT 'R TWRA DN QNY OTNR 0277 ' DAY (il
DNYW 21IYM WIR X' X7W 0'NAYN 1'N 2”7V NINR NAWNN1 111,

And it is understood that this was related to the uniformity that was among them. And since the

opinions of people are not identical, they feared that people might abandon this philosophy and
adopt another. Therefore, they sought to ensure that no one would leave their community.
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Philosophy and Al

Benedict Spinoza (1632-1677) Martin Heidegger (1889-1976)

Source 11- Benedict Spinoza

A. “...to perfect the intellect is nothing else than to understand God and the attributes and
actions of God which follow from the necessity of his nature. Hence the ultimate aim of the
man who is led by reason, i.e., his highest desire, by which he endeavours to govern all other
desires, is that which leads to the adequate knowledge of himself and of all objects which
can be embraced by his intelligence.” Spinoza, Ethics, Part IV, 279

B. “There is no absolute or free will in the mind, but [the mind] is determined to will this or
that by a cause which is also determined by another cause, and this again by another, and so
on.” Spinoza, Ethics, Part II

Source 12 - Martin Heidegger

“To the Being of any equipment there always belongs a totality of equipment, in which it can be this
equipment that it is. Equipment is essentially ‘something in-order-to. . .. A totality of equipment is
constituted by various ways of the ‘in-order-to’... In the ‘in-order-to’ as a structure there lies

an assignment or reference of something to something... Equipment — in accordance with its
equipmentality — always is in terms of its belonging to other equipment: ink-stand, pen, paper,
blotting pad, table, lamp, furniture, windows, doors, room....”

Heidegger, Being and Time, 97-9
LIVING JEWISHLY IN THE FACE OF Al
Source 13
“On Shabbat, the hammer is no longer equipment for us, linked to our past, present, and future. It is
also not an object of scientific investigation. It has a function wholly other. It becomes holy, subject to
a new way of understanding in which the hammer remains rooted in the world but is now an object
which makes demands on us, rather than us making demands on it, and which seeks to instil within

the mind of the observer a consciousness of the divine.”

Harris Bor, Staying Human, 221

Staying Human: A Jewish Theology for the Age of Artificial Intelligence can be purchased for £18.50 (while
stocks last) for free delivery in the UK by contacting the author at harris.bor@btinternet.com. Alternatively,
the book can be purchased from the main online booksellers.
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